930 Tacoma Ave S, Rm 1046
Tacoma, WA 98402-2176
(253) 798-7777
www.piercecountywa.org/council

Remote Participation is provided by calling in to (253) 215-8782 using Webinar ID: 963-5627-6700,
or using the zoom link for this meeting: https://piercecountywa.zoom.us/j/96356276700

PIERCE COUNTY DISTRICTING COMMITTEE
The Honorable Frank Cuthbertson, Chair
Sharon Hanek, Member
Justin Leighton, Member
Douglas G. Richardson, Member
Joy Stanford, Member

MEETING AGENDA
October 7, 2021 – 5:30 p.m.
1. Call to Order
2. Roll Call
3. Approval of Agenda
4. Public Comment
5. Discussion of Criteria and Process for Selection of Districting Master
6. Action on Reopening RFP Process
7. Election of Vice Chair
8. Other Business
9. Adjournment
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PIERCE COUNTY
DISTRICTING COMMITTEE
SEEKING DISTRICTING MASTER
NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN that the Pierce County Districting Committee is seeking applicants interested
in being selected as a Districting Master. The Districting Master should be qualified by education, training,
and experience to draw a redistricting plan consistent with 2020 Census data. The final plan will consist of
detailed maps, legal descriptions of the seven county council districts, and be compatible with ESRI
Geodatabase format. Specifics of the responsibilities and scope of work for the Districting Master, as
directed by the Pierce County Charter, are as follows:
Section 4.40 -- District Boundaries
The boundaries of each district shall correspond as nearly as practicable with the boundaries of election
precincts and shall be drawn to produce districts with compact and contiguous territory, composed of
geographic units and natural communities, which are approximately equal in population.
Section 4.50 -- Districting Committee
Within 60 days after the 1980, and each succeeding Federal census is published, a 5-member districting
committee shall be appointed. The Council shall appoint four persons to the Committee, two from each
major political party, from a list of five submitted by the party's central committee, the four to appoint the
fifth, who shall serve as the Chair. Members of the Districting Committee shall serve without salary, but
shall be compensated for expenses. The Districting Committee shall, within 30 days of its appointment,
meet and appoint a Districting Master who shall be qualified by education, training, and experience to draw
a redistricting plan. If a Districting Committee is unable to agree upon the appointment of a Districting
Master within 30 days, the Council shall appoint a Districting master within
30 days thereafter.
Section 4.60 -- Districting Plan
Within two months after appointment, the Districting Master shall draw a districting plan for the County
which shall be submitted to the Committee for adoption. The Districting Committee shall adopt the
districting plan within 15 days as submitted, or as amended by four affirmative votes of the committee
members. If the districting plan is neither adopted nor modified within 15 days after submission, the plan
shall be deemed adopted. The plan, upon adoption, shall be filed with the filing officer by the Districting
Committee. The plan shall become effective upon filing.
If interested you may submit your application to the Pierce County Districting Committee, Attn: Linda
Medley, 930 Tacoma Avenue South, Room 1046, Tacoma, WA 98402-2176, or by email to
linda.medley@piercecountywa.gov. Applications should include projected costs and are to be received no
later than Thursday, September 16, 2021 by 3:00 p.m. Section 4.50 states the Districting Committee shall
appoint a Districting Master within 30 days.
If you have questions regarding the position please contact Susan Long, Chief Counsel, Pierce County
Council, (253) 798-6068, susan.long@piercecountywa.gov, or Linda Medley, Committee Clerk at (253)
798-3647, linda.medley@piercecountywa.gov or visit www.piercecountywa.gov/99/Pierce-County-Council

Address: 930 Tacoma Avenue, South, Room 1046, Tacoma WA 98402-2176

Tel: (253) 798-7777

Email: pccouncil@piercecountywa.gov

SCOPE OF WORK
The Districting Master shall prepare for consideration by the Districting Committee a districting
proposal responsive to 2020 Census data and consistent with the following provisions of the
Pierce County Charter:
Section 4.40 -- District Boundaries
The boundaries of each district shall correspond as nearly as practicable with the
boundaries of election precincts and shall be drawn to produce districts with compact
and contiguous territory, composed of geographic units and natural communities, which
are approximately equal in population.
Section 4.50 -- Districting Committee
Within 60 days after the 1980, and each succeeding Federal census is published,
a 5-member districting committee shall be appointed. The Council shall appoint four
persons to the Committee, two from each major political party, from a list of five
submitted by the party's central committee, the four to appoint the fifth, who shall serve
as the Chair. Members of the Districting Committee shall serve without salary, but shall
be compensated for expenses. The Districting Committee shall, within 30 days of its
appointment, meet and appoint a Districting Master who shall be qualified by education,
training, and experience to draw a redistricting plan. If a Districting Committee is unable
to agree upon the appointment of a Districting Master within 30 days, the Council shall
appoint a Districting master within 30 days thereafter.
Section 4.60 -- Districting Plan
Within two months after appointment, the Districting Master shall draw a districting plan
for the County which shall be submitted to the Committee for adoption. The Districting
Committee shall adopt the districting plan within 15 days as submitted, or as amended
by four affirmative votes of the committee members. If the districting plan is neither
adopted nor modified within 15 days after submission, the plan shall be deemed
adopted. The plan, upon adoption, shall be filed with the filing officer by the Districting
Committee. The plan shall become effective upon filing.
Unless otherwise directed by the Committee, the Districting Master shall communicate with its
members only during meetings of the Committee, except that the Districting Master may
communicate at any time with the Chair of the Committee, its Clerk or its legal counsel.
The Districting Master shall attend all meetings of the Committee unless excused in advance
by the Committee.
The Districting Master shall submit draft districting plan(s) pursuant to the schedule adopted by
the Committee, and shall submit a final districting plan within two months of appointment as
required by Section 4.60 of the Pierce County Charter. Time is of the essence. The final plan
will consist of detailed maps and legal descriptions of the seven county council districts, and
will be compatible with ESRI Geodatabase format. All plans shall draw upon the Districting
Master’s independent research and analysis as well as input provided by the Committee during
public hearings.

