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DEFINITIONS  

Airport Improvement Program (AIP): A Federal program that provides grants to public agencies 
for the planning and development of public-use airports that are included in the National Plan 
of Integrated Airport Systems (NPIAS). 

Airport Layout Plan (ALP): The plan of an airport showing the layout of existing and proposed 
airport facilities.  

Airport: An area of land or water that is used or intended to be used for the landing and takeoff 
of aircraft and includes its buildings and facilities, if any (Reference: Title 14 Code of Federal 
Regulations (CFR) Part 1, Definitions and Abbreviations). For this purpose, the term “airport” 
includes airport, heliport, helistop, vertiport, gliderport, seaplane base, ultra-light flight park, 
manned balloon launching facility, or other aircraft landing or takeoff areas.  

Hazardous Wildlife: Species of wildlife (birds, mammals, reptiles), including feral animals and 
domesticated animals not under control, that are associated with aircraft strike problems, are 
capable of causing structural damage to airport facilities, or act as attractants to other wildlife 
that pose a strike hazard.  

Instrument Landing System: An electronic guidance system designed to help airline pilots align 
their planes with the center of a landing strip during final approach under conditions of poor 
visibility. 

Master Plan Update: A comprehensive study of an airport that usually describes the short-, 
medium-, and long-term development plans to meet future aviation demand (Reference: 
Advisory Circular 150/5070-6B: Airport Master Plans, Chapter 1 – Introduction). 

Non-directional Beacon (NDB): a ground-based, low-frequency radio transmitter used as an 
instrument approach for airports and offshore platforms.  

Public-use Airport: Any airport that is available for use by the general public without a 
requirement for prior approval of the owner or operator. (Reference: Federal Aviation 
Administration (FAA) Order 5010.4 and Advisory Circular (AC) 150/5200-35A, Submitting the 
Airport Master Record in Order to Activate a New Airport).  
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1 PROJECT BACKGROUND AND PROPOSED ACTION 
Chapter 1 introduces the project, provides background and locational information, and 
identifies the different components of the Proposed Action. 

1.1 Introduction 

Pierce County Planning and Public Works (PCP&PW), in cooperation with the Federal Aviation 
Administration (FAA), is proposing to construct airport improvements at Tacoma Narrows 
Airport (Airport or TIW). The proposed project (Proposed Action) would include: 

�x Obstruction Removal: Evaluation of trees that penetrate the airport FAR Part 77 
surfaces, and potential removal of obstructions,   

�x Installation of Wildlife Fencing in areas on Airport property currently unfenced 

�x Taxiway A Relocation, Taxiway B4 Relocation, Apron Expansion 

o Relocation of Taxiway A to meet the current FAA standard runway-taxiway 
separation requirements,  

o Relocation of Taxiway B4 to eliminate direct access from the apron to the 
runway, 

o Expansion of the apron taxilane north of Taxiway A4 to provide continuous 
aircraft access from the north to south aprons, and  

�x Stormwater Pond Relocation: Relocation of an existing stormwater pond to 
accommodate the Taxiway A Relocation. 

This Environmental Assessment (EA) has been prepared to identify the potential environmental 
effects associated with the Proposed Action, as well as how any identified impacts can be 
avoided, minimized, or mitigated. The EA was prepared pursuant to Section 102(2)(c) of the 
National Environmental Policy Act (NEPA) and the President’s Council on Environmental Quality 
(CEQ) Regulations Title 40 CFR §§ 1500-1508, the implementing regulations for NEPA and in 
accordance with FAA Order 1050.1F Environmental Impacts: Policies and Procedures and FAA 
Order 5050.4B National Environmental Policy Act (NEPA) Implementing Instructions for Airport 
Actions.  

1.2 Airport General Overview 

The Airport is a public-use general aviation (GA) airport within the National Plan of Integrated 
Airport Systems (NPIAS) serving its airport users, community, surrounding region, and the air 
transportation system. Located in Pierce County, the Airport is situated south of Gig Harbor, 
Washington, four miles west of Tacoma, Washington, and one mile southwest of the Tacoma 
Narrows Bridge near the intersection of Stone Drive NW and 26th Avenue NW (See Figure 1: 
Vicinity Map and Location Map).  
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Figure 1: Vicinity Map and Location Map 
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Originally known as the Tacoma Industrial Airport, the Airport opened for operations in 1963. 
Within ten years, the Airport added an air traffic control tower (ATCT), Instrument Landing 
System (ILS), and a restaurant in the terminal building. In 1981, the Airport changed its name to 
Tacoma Narrows Airport. At the time, it was owned by the City of Tacoma, however, Pierce 
County (Sponsor) purchased the Airport from the City of Tacoma in late 2008 and has continued 
to operate the Airport since that time. 

1.2.1 Existing Facilities 
The airport consists of approximately 568 acres. Existing facilities are depicted in Figure 
2: Airport Layout Plan, and described below: 

�x Airside:  
o Runway: The airport has a single north-south runway, designated as Runway 

17-35. The runway is asphalt paved, 5,002 feet in length and 100 feet in width.   

o Taxiways: The airport has a full-length (5,100’ long) parallel taxiway, 
designated as Taxiway A.  The parallel taxiway is 75 feet wide, with its 
centerline located 350 feet east of the centerline of Runway 17-35. There are 
four connector taxiways to the runway, designated as A1, A2, A3, and A4 
(north to south). There are also four connector taxiways between parallel 
Taxiway A and the apron area to the east. There is also an existing stormwater 
pond located between Taxiway A, A3, A4, and the apron to the east. 

o Aprons and Aircraft Parking: The airport has a north and south apron, with the 
larger north apron spanning from Taxiway A1 to Taxiway A2. There is also a 
taxilane that runs along the western side of the apron. 

�x Landside 
o Airport Access: Access to the Airport is provided via 26th Avenue NW, which 

runs along the eastern side of the landside facilities.  

o Auto Parking: The main public parking area consists of 78 parking stalls. There 
is also additional parking near the two Fixed Base Operators (FBO’s), with 19 
stalls located near Tacoma Narrows Aviation, and 19 stalls located near PAVCO 
Flight Center. Other unmarked parking is available adjacent to the other 
businesses and hangars.  

o Hangars: There is a mix of County-owned and privately-owned hangars on 
the airport, as shown in Figure 2: Airport Layout Plan.  
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                     Figure 2: Airport Layout Plan 
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