CITY OF UNIVERSITY PLACE -- Proposition 1
Levy Lid Lift for Support of Law Enforcement
The University Place City Council adopted Resolution No. 980 concerning a proposition to
provide stable funding for law enforcement. The proposition would increase the City’s
regular property tax levy, currently $0.776432913 per $1,000 of assessed valuation, to
$1.285032913 per $1,000 of assessed valuation, to be collected in 2023. This levy amount
would be used to compute the limitations for subsequent levies. Taxpayers who qualify for
an exemption under RCW 84.36.381 would be exempt from the increase.
Should this proposition be approved?
YES……………….
NO………………...

Explanatory Statement:
CITY OF UNIVERSITY PLACE PROPOSITION NO. 1
Levy Lid Lift for Support of Law Enforcement
The City of University Place is seeking voter approval for a levy lid lift to provide funding for additional
public safety staffing. The City currently receives approximately six cents for every dollar taxpayers pay
in property tax. The City dedicates all property taxes it receives to public safety.
State law limits the City’s property tax revenue growth to 1% annually, plus tax on new construction. This
additional revenue is less than the annual increase in the City’s public safety costs. As a result, the City
does not have funding to add staff to patrol neighborhoods or to adequately address increases in property
crimes and speeding.
This proposal would help provide a more visible police presence and help improve response times. It will
increase the City’s levy rate by approximately $0.51 per $1000 of assessed value for collection in 2023 and
would be used to calculate the statutory limitation for future levy increases. For a home assessed at
$524,870 (the average taxable home value as determined by the Pierce County Assessor Treasurer), this
levy would increase a homeowner’s property tax by approximately $22 per month. Low-income seniors
and low-income disabled homeowners may qualify for an exemption from this increase.

