[image: ]DD Advisory Board Meeting Minutes
	Location:
	3602 Pacific Avenue, Tacoma WA 98418

	Date:
	October 17, 2018

	Time:
	4:30 PM – 6:00 PM

	Attendees:
	Malissa Adame, Ivanova Smith, Tara Zink, James Lane, Tracy Taylor, Sandy Gruberg, Beth Ann Gartiez, Sue Gurley, Ivanova Smith, Bonny Keech, Brayde Willson 


Agenda items
Approval of Minutes: Minutes approved
Introductions
[bookmark: _GoBack]DDA update: Not present -Malissa gave update
· PC Website Review/Updates: In the next year the program will be making updates to the website. 
· Viewed the current DD website and discussed some changes already initiated, such as updating pictures to reflect the diversity in our County and adding an online referral form for Early Intervention. 
· Suggestion was made to ensure the website is compatible for use with screen readers and to utilize icons, audio and/or video clips to make the content accessible to all. 
· The program will request input from Board members as this project progresses. 
Program updates:
· School to Work: 
· 82% success rate for 2018 graduates. 
· For 2018 Grads; those that aren’t in STW can have access to services from DDA if they’re interested in working
· 2019 graduate cohort: 
· We received 44 applications, 30 clients are currently receiving services
· 6 graduates with higher needs; started the services in July for a jump start. Other graduates start services in September.
· Workgroup put together to revise School to Work Guide: 
· Updating for easier reading and comprehension
· Making a Supplemental “Getting Started” guide for the basic steps
· Workgroup made up of: DVR, DDA, School Districts, Providers and families
· Will share with Board once “Draft” is completed
· Two Resource Fairs set up for October/November: One in Puyallup and one in Tacoma
· Employment and Community Inclusion:
· Revising and releasing a “Request for Qualifications” (RFQ) for Providers to apply to work and get contracted in Pierce County in the areas of:
· Individual Employment
· Community Inclusion
· Group Supported Employment
· Building TA and Training plan for the year:
· Survey went out to Providers: 52 responded
· Questions included Discovery and Assessment, Job Development, Coaching and Staff Support
· Per feedback: Training areas that will be addressed
· Support clients with more complex needs
· Training in the areas of assistive or adaptive technology
· Train for higher level and more skilled job development
· Resources for stress management and balancing work demands
· Training plans are being developed around the survey feedback and will continue to update the Board
Legislative Forum Update: 
· Planning forum to be more of an opportunity to learn about resources and supports available by life stage; rather than a traditional resource fair. 
· Themed around: Life Ages/Stages; Charting the LifeCourse 
· Tuesday, November 27, 2018. Doors open at 6m, Program begins at 7:00
· Tacoma Community College: Building 11 (Opgaard Student Center) – 6501 South 19th Street, Tacoma
· Speakers will cover topics such as Housing, Respite Care, Waiver Enhancements, Community Providers (Capacity), and there will be an open mic. 
· Tracy Taylor will be doing the welcome

Next Meeting: December 19, 2018
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