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Wildfire, Droughts, and the  
Wildland Urban Interface
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Washington State Wildfires
How the two halves differ

Westside
• Cooler/Wetter Climate
• Shorter Summer Fire Season
• Fewer Fires – Lightning
• Heavier Fuels-Brush/Timber
• More Intense Fires
Current:
• More Fires: > 95% Human  

Caused
• King, Pierce and Snohomish  

Avg. 2,500/yr. Natural  
Vegetation Fires

Eastside
• Warmer/Dryer Climate
• Longer Summer Fire Season
• More Fires - Lightning
• Lighter Fuels-Grasses/Timber
• Less Intense Fires
Current:
• More Intense Fires
• Northeastern Washington

Avg. 600/yr. Natural Veg.
Fires, Lightning & Human

*Washington State Fire Marshal’s Office-Fires in Washington Report



Washington State WUI: Version 1.1
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Before a Fire
• Community Wildfire Protection Plan  

(CWPP)
• Hazard Mitigation Planning and CWPP  

Integration

• Risk MAP Program
• Pre-Disaster Mitigation Grant Program
• Main Requirement for PDMGP:

• Applicants must have, or be formally  
annexed to, a FEMA-approved Hazard  
Mitigation Plan.



After a Fire
• Community Recovery Planning  

Resources: 
https://www.fema.gov/community-
recovery-management-toolkit

• Flood After the Fire Toolkit: 
https://www.fema.gov/media-
library/assets/documents/159559

• Flood Mitigation Assistance Grant  
Program

• Hazard Mitigation Grant Program  
(HMGP) Post Fire

• This is made available when there is a  
Presidential Declaration of Disaster in  
WA

Source: Susan Cannon

https://www.fema.gov/community-recovery-management-toolkit
https://www.fema.gov/media-library/assets/documents/159559


Mutual Aid Resources

• Eastside Fire Wildland Team
• 4 Wildland Firefighting  

Brush Engines
• All Line Firefighters: NWCG  

Wildland “Red Card”  
Training

• All Fire Engines & Ladder  
Truck w/ Wildland gear, PPE  
and Fire Shelters

• New Tactical Drone Program  
Trails, Water Rescue and  
Wildfires

• 4 + DNR Wildland Fire  
Engines

• DNR Fire Overhead/FFs
• DNR Camp Crews
• Helicopter Resources in  

Olympia
• DNR Co-Op Wildland Fire  

Response Agreement
• Other County, State and  

Federal Firefighting  
Resources as needed



Fire Prevention and  
Preparedness Program
• Support current work
• Build capacity in high-need, high-risk  

areas
• Connect communities with resources:

− Mentors
− Funding
− Technical expertise

WA Department of Natural Resources

Source: Megan Fitzgerald-McGowan

ashley.blazina@dnr.wa.gov

mailto:ashley.blazina@dnr.wa.gov


• Home and property  
assessments

• Property planning

• Workshops, seminars

• Cost-share program

Landowner Assistance



1. Complete a neighborhood  
assessment

2. Create a committee

3. Develop an Action Plan

4. Have an annual Firewise Day

5. Invest one hour per dwelling unit

6. Submit application for  
recognition



Washington Fire Adapted  
Communities Learning Network

Before, During, and After Fire



Source: Dave Lasky
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Source: Michael Ciaglo
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