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EMANCIPATION OF MINORS PACKET

You have just been given a packet regarding RCW 13.64, which covers the emancipation of minors.  In this packet you will find:

· A copy of RCW 13.64, which explains the law for emancipation. 
· A screening tool to help you determine if you meet the legal criteria.
· An information page that must be completed. 
· A Petition for Emancipation. 
· A Motion and Declaration to Waive the Filing Fee

The Court strongly recommends that you complete the screening tool and gather the needed documentation prior to filing the petition.  Once that is done, or if you have any questions, please contact Joy Schaad at 253-798-7995 and schedule an interview.  During the interview, we will review your case so that you have a good idea where you stand in the process. While this is not a requirement for filing, this could save you time and money if you do not qualify for emancipation at this time. You will be required to complete an interview prior to your court date, as a report must be submitted to the Court. 

To file the petition, you must bring the following to the Pierce County Juvenile Court Clerk’s office between 8:30 a.m. and 4:30 p.m.

· The Petition for Emancipation completed in blue ink. 
· The completed Information Page. 
· A certified copy of your birth certificate.  If you were born in Washington, this can be obtained by going to https://www.doh.wa.gov/LicensesPermitsandCertificates/BirthDeathMarriageandDivorce. If you were born in another state, you would need to contact that state to obtain one. 
· The $50.00 filing fee to be paid only in cash or with a money order, or you may fill out the motion to waive the filing fee if paying it would be a burden. A judge or commissioner will then determine if you will be required to pay the fee. 

After you have filed the petition, the Clerk’s office will provide you with the following:

· [bookmark: _GoBack]A copy of the Petition with the cause number added.
· A Notice of Hearing that has the first court date scheduled. 
· A Return of Service form. 

You must provide your parent(s), guardian, or custodian with a copy of the Petition and the Notice of Hearing at least 15 days prior to the first court date.  If you are part of a dependency, you must serve your state or tribal social worker.  Once you have provided a copy to your parent, guardian or social worker, fill out the Return of Service form stating when and where you did this.  

On the day of court, please bring the completed Return of Service form as well as any other documentation that you would like the Court to consider.  Here are some tips about appearing in court:

· Arrive 15 minutes before your scheduled hearing. 
· Dress appropriately and act respectfully in court.  Remember, you are wishing to show that you have the ability to manage your own affairs responsibly. 
· Be prepared to answer many questions and to respond in a respectful way to everyone involved. 
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