[image: ]
The Child Advocate Program of Pierce County consists of trained Court Appointed Advocates and Guardians ad litem who advocate for children by:

· Focusing on each child’s well being

· Believing every person has worth

· Recognizing the importance of family

· Ensuring each child’s voice is heard

· Supporting and engaging parents

· Valuing the culture and diversity of each family

· Promoting collaboration and communication

So that all children live in safe, healthy homes and communities.

A Court Appointed Advocate is a trained community volunteer appointed by a judge to represent the best interests of abused and neglected children in court. 

In Pierce County at any given time there are about 1,500 children involved in the Dependency court system through no fault of their own. In these cases, many children also become victims of an overburdened court system, a complex legal network of lawyers, social workers and judges who frequently do not have time to give detailed attention to each child who comes before them. 

A Court Appointed Advocate system was created in 1977 to ensure that the court had detailed information and that best interests of these children were being heard in court. 



What does an Advocate do?
Gathers Information:
Independently gathers information about the circumstances of the child’s case. The Advocate communicates and builds relationships with the child, family, caregivers, teachers, service providers and other involved persons. 

Monitors:
[bookmark: _Hlk39077136]Monitors court orders and brings to the court’s attention any changes that are necessary for the child and family. Ensures that the process is working for the child’s best interest. 

Advocates:
[bookmark: _Hlk43987544]Advocates for the child’s best interest and for the child and family to receive the support and services they need. Ensures that the child’s wants and needs are heard. Facilitates communication between involved persons so that the case moves forward timely and with the child at the center of all decisions.  

Makes Recommendations:
Maintains regular contact with involved persons so that fact-based recommendations are made. Presents information to the court and recommends a plan representative of the child’s best interest. Prepares a written report, which becomes a permanent part of the case record and is guided by the Guardian ad Litem rules and the highest ethical standards to ensure that no child is lost in the system. 

You can BE the Change!
“The Court Appointed Advocate, is a child’s voice in an adversarial process, plays a pivotal role in ensuring that the best interest of the child is represented in Court.”
Honorable Rosanne Buckner
Superior Court Judge
Pierce County

“The strongest witness we ever have in our cases is the volunteer. I can say that of all the things I’ve ever had in Court with regards to the child abuse, the best single program, without question, has been the Child Advocate Program.”
Judge Craig Penfold
Dallas, Texas

“We have reunited families, freed children for adoption, and tried to stop this constant turntable of moving children from foster home to foster home and so on.”
Judge John Mendoza
Las Vegas, Nevada
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Empowering Youth, Families and Communities
Volunteers are trained on how to be an Advocate. Among many other topics you will learn about the child welfare system, the dependency legal process, the impact of adverse childhood experiences, trauma informed care, combating bias, domestic violence, mental health and chemical dependency.

The average duration of a case is two years and a Court Appointed Advocate must be committed to the child from the beginning to the end of court involvement. You can help to empower a child and family during some of the most challenging times of their lives. You can ensure that the child and family’s needs/wants are heard and provide continuity for that child and family whose future is being determined by the court.

The Child Advocate Program of Pierce County supports on average 1,200 children in the dependency system in Pierce County. Our program has 200+ volunteers that advocate 300+ of those children. 
You can be a volunteer child advocate!
The first step is to contact the Pierce County Juvenile Court’s Child Advocate Program to set up an interview and court observation at:

5501 Sixth Avenue
Tacoma, WA 98406
(253) 798-3837
VolunteerAdvocate@piercecountywa.gov
[bookmark: _GoBack]www.PierceChildAdvocate.org
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